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Recall and Recognition
\ "Recall95 and "recognition" are the best known methods of
| testing retention. Recall means reproducing material as learned,
as when one writes out or recites a poem. But a once learned
poem which cannot be recalled may be recognized when one
comes across it in an anthology. Recognition means awareness
of a previous experience, or a feeling of familiarity. Generally it
is easier than recaU. Edith M. Achilles found that two or three
times as many nonsense syllables, words, and proverbs can be
recognized as can be recalled.
Errors of both recognition and recall are common. Wood-
worth lists several names mistakenly recalled: McDonald for
McDougall, Hennessy for Haggerty, Ernst for Stem, Barclay for
Clayton, Underwood for Overstreet. Errors of recognition some-
times are puzzling: we feel certain we already have met a person
to whom we are introduced. Walking in a strange city we sud-
denly have a conviction that we have been there before. Harry L.
\ Hollingworth explains such instances by the principle of redinte-
gration : a part of the new experience, having been present also
in a past experience, calls to mind the past experience and with
it a feeling of familiarity or recognition.
The Savings Method          - - '~
Though not as well known as recognition and recall, the most
accurate way to measure memory is the relearning or savings
method, devised by Ebbinghaus. Wemay^beunable to recall or
even r^ognize^
same poemsnowjtjtakes less timejfcai^learmrigJgmpjetely new
jgoegg of thcsame type. This happens because imperceptible
memory tracesi baveTasfed over the years.
An almost unbelievable instance of these traces is evidenced in
an experiment performed by HAROLD E. BURTT, of Ohio State
University. When his son was about two years old, Burtt read